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(e) Centralns Zarzad oraeuyslu KCentral sdministration of the
. Meat Industry); Micjski Hendel iicsem {Stete Butcher
Stores - MHM) _

{f) Centrelny Zarrad rzemyslu lileeserskiege (Centrel Administra=~
. tion of the Milk Imiustry). € g Krakovckie 7oklady lleczerckie
{Krekow Dairies - KM}~ i nec 53

- {g) #rekowskic Zrklady Gastronomiczne (Krekow Gastronomic
oterprisvs - KVG)

(b} Centrele Rybna (Fish Center - CR)
{1} Centrela Odziezove (Clothing Center - co)

U} Centrelny Zarzad ‘rremyslu ‘kerzandego ((.nntral dArectorate
of the Hides Industry - CZPSkorz.}

(kj Centrala Fendlova Przemyslu eees Lmdowege I Artystycznego
_ {Centrel Trade of Fermers® rrt Procucts fsic/ - CHfdf.

(1} Centrala Przemyslu Haftowege ((‘enter of the Petrolewm
- . Incustry - F?N) , .

{m} Gentrela Aptek. ‘pelecznyeh (Central Drug itores = CA:)
, (_n)" Centrala Tekstylne (Teztile Center - x‘)

(o). Centrsla Fandlows Materialew Budowlanych {Trede edemm
. fer Construction Haterizls - CHME)

_,‘Maj,lability of Consumer Goods

3. 'Meat, fat apd soap retion cards vere withdrawn in .olcnd Tee 52, Hever-
theless, certain food eommodities continmue in shert supply, Heat distri-
bution is disorganized: some drys one city seector will heve vezl,
ancticr will have beef; other doys there will be only beef or no nest
et ell. 1In sutumn 1953 prices vere leucred 10-15%, except for mest, fat,
butter, wilk, fruits end vegetebles -- thus the eseenticl foods were
' mt &ffeﬁtﬁdp

k, "dlmost -7 . i00d coumodities cen be bought on the nla,ck ‘merket at bigh
priec.. Meat is also sold on the black merket, but its ssle is sharply
“prohibited end puniehable by law. hat black nurket meat is sold
usually passes in ‘ue following wey! & wenen welking around the vegehrble

markst will murmur ‘Mest® from tiwe to tine to people passing -~ peop: ie
thet do not lock cuspecie he does not carry the mect. he mekes the
bergein - price, quantity, quslity. &n essociste stending by watches
-for her signs:s and ;roduces the mests The black marketeers know ihe
nolice officers so well thet they ¢iseppesr when any coume in sight.

5e “CJ.othing items cennot "be specially ordersd at the ; stete . tores. If
semethigg doesn’t Fit or is defective (e g shoes), it cannot bc e
chenged. Items of good quality can chly be found in the Hiejcki
Hendel Deteliszny Sklep Komisowy {Cemmission Stores). Yeople who
receive parcels from sbread sell things there. The prices zre fontes-
tic: o Western h,pstick might cost 220 zle; = lady?s pullover 1000
2le; 2 silk blouge 600 2Ll. The State Ctores do not stock good sewing
cotton, a’rivate storss pay carry good thread, but ot four times the
normgz). price, A Otate Store mey have black thread; but then 1t will
bave no white.
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6. ‘Wrist watches, typewriters, end mewing machines are only available secondband at
Cormission Stores, o ; g

1~

Food Prices in Krakow
Te he follcwing prices were current in Krekow in mid-Dec 953:
‘ . Private Ctore . Black Morket Stats Store

Ltem Quantity whererravaila.‘bi'_ev CPrices. ..y Frices ‘vrices -
) ‘ ' | - {in zloty) w==
Bread (Chleb  1kg WSS, POT a a1
Zytni)
Bresd (Chleb  1kg MiD, PSS, POT ke 2
Naloezewski) B I ' ' il
Bresd (Chleb 1 kg  MHD, PST, PDT e ke m
Pazennorszowy) . Co .
White Bread (Chleb 1 kg MHD, ¥2; POT O R e
pszenny) v . . S O v
Bulki (reund = piece  MHD, PET;POD . . . . . . ool . L. 0460 2l
bread) . :
Bulkd (specjalne) plece  MHD, -PC, PDT L 0,80 )

Note: Other types.of bresd are svailshle in private stores st higher prices.
¥When there is no bresd for sale in the Ctate $tores, people line up
ot the private stores; where the prices naturslly go higher. No
bread isvon sale on Sunday. Breasd snd "bulki swykle® cen slse be
bought in the vegetable marketss

Beet (piese lks MEM, BT Not avellsble = 164 = 15,22
wolowe) S - iu privste ' T
stores v ‘
Pork (niese Lxg . MEM, BT - - Not aveilsble in 204 + 0. 21
wieprzove) R . 1 private stores.
Vesl (miese 1kg M, BOT Not availsble in 20e = 300 71
clelece) C : privete stores - : :

Seusege (kielbsse) 1 kg MEM,PDY,MHD,PSS  Not avalleblé in 45.-70s 21 18.-60. 1
L private stores o o

Hem (szynke)  1kg  MHM,PDT,MHD,PiS  Not aveilsble .60. - 80 2l 50. = €0. 21
Lo - . in privete steres - - S

Liver se,uéage l.kg Mﬂr-i,m,.hﬂm,?"“ : Not avai.lablein SR ’23. zl,
(watreb;anka) private stores

tard (slenins) 1kg = MEM, MHD,PCS,eDT  Not. avellsble in - 40,z

. : . . - S . private stores '

Pork fat  Lkg  MHD,MHM,PSS,PDT . . Not avallable dn. . how 2l
(Tluszez Do : ‘private stores -
wieprzowy) _

voultry {ptectwo) 1 kg MEDMHM,PS5,PDT Not svailable in - ho,  ulL

private stores
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 ‘Notei There arc frequent shortsges of lerd end pork fat in the Stete
Stores. 'The mewt in the i tate wtores ls usuedly not fresh, vnd
there is no choice. Feople who cen afford to shop on the black
~market do so. The poultry in the State Siores does not look
fresh. Fresh poultry is availeble in the vegetabie markets; where-
it is brought in ziive or freshly killed by the farmers. This 50X1-HUM
poultry is nai xpensive. No private stores sell mesnt U ‘
openly, bw some in Keokow do 50 secretly to old
relisble customers. Many of the Mild stores sell horse meat. . . 50X1-HUM
‘ frivete store Black Market Stote jtore
o “Item v.‘a?,;uantity khere fvailable Jrices vrices . Frices
Butter {masle) 1 kg MHD, 2353, PDT,K%M  75.-80. 21 60.-75. 21 61.50 =1
Eggjﬁl;l‘{(’jéjke} - each ' MED,DOU,7DT,K7M  1.30-1.50 z1 1.20-1.30 21 1.15 szl
Cheese (ser) 1kg  MHD,PS3,0DT,K M 22, 2l 22.-45, 21
Milk {(mleke} 1 liter MHD,P:T, DT,Kri 3.zl 2.50 z1
Cream (,smiét&na} 1 liter ‘MHD,,I;_“-:":;-,-PD'I‘,K’.;*:IVI Zh. -5, 21 20.-24, 21 @2 g1
,‘\_7N6te:q Butier » milk, eggs, éheese and cresm are on ssle in private shops
: and the vegeteble markets. The difference in price from State
“tores is little except during shortages.at. the lstter. Milk end.
c¥eam are sold on sSunday from 0600 through 1000 hrs. The cream
) in State Stores is good. ' _ e
¥hite flour 1 kg ' Mupess,eOT - N TR T
(make Pszenns) , ' o .
sugar - {éukier) Y kg M, £SS,0DT : o B T 15 ]
Semolina (grysik) 1 kg MHD, PSS, PDT
Bice_(;‘yzﬁ)i : "1 kg = MHD,PSS,PDT
Margarine {ceres} 1 kg MED, P88,7DT
Olive 011 {oley 1liter MHD,PSS,:DT 240, 2l
pravdziwyl. o ‘ :
Sunflover oil 1 lter MED,PSG,P
{ole} lniany) ‘ " ‘ .
. Note: When sugar and flour ere on sale in Ftute ttores ," the portions per
purchaser are limited. Sugar =nd Tlour m:xy be bought ot higher
prices in-private shops by yersons knowh to the shopkeeper to be
reliable; private stores are legally forbidden to sell sugor and
. flour. : _ o .
‘Pepper (piperz) 1 kg 600,700,221  6C0.-700.~21
Coffee (kava} 1 kg MHD, 55,201 b50.-6(0.-21  450.-550.-21  350,- zl
Cocoa (kakao) 1 kg MHC,FSS,PUT B00,-500.< 21 350.-B50.-21 250.-450,-21

- ‘Note: The above items are mostly sold in vrivate shops; they cre seldom
. available in the State Stores, and vwhen aveilable they ave
-~ immedistely solds’ People ‘will rarely buy oné kilo of pepyer or
two kilos of coffee. First, they are too expensive; secondly such
quantities are not on sale. To buy those amcunts one must contaot
& 'good friend' through the black market - othervise suspicion
is aroused.
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Private Store Black Market State Stcre

Item - Quantity  Where Available Prices Prices Prices
Potatoes (zemniaki) 1 kg. MID, PSS 1.50 zl 1.10 zl 0.60 0.70 zl
Apples (Jablka) 1 kg MED, PSS 8.-1521 6.-11.-21 T.-15.-z1
Pears (Gruszki)' ‘ 1 Kg | .mm-',Pss . . 15—18-§1 R T 10.-18.-21
Lemons (cytryny) - eaéh . MHD,PSS ‘ 7-12-zl B 6.-11.-2z1 - 30.-zl

- Oranges {pomarancze) ----- not seen during 1953~----might be in black marketg.---=-----
Bana}hé.r‘a. \ ----- not seen since 1}.939-‘-—-4-;-;--------;-;;-----------; ........
Gvra.pe;si .(winog/rona.) 1 kg mnﬂ FSS ‘ R ' c 155.1- zl
onton (cebula) 1kg  MED, PSS ' 2.50 3.20 zl
Garlic (czosnek)  simgle UED,PSS 1.-1.50 21 1.-1.50 z1
Ca.ri"o\t‘s‘ (._malrchew) 1 kg | ‘MJIDA_;P&S' ) h- 21 3.-'3.50 2zl 2.- 1!-- zl
Tomatoes (pomidory) 1 kg  MHD.PSS  2.50-Te-zl  2.-T.= z1 2.506.- 21
Cucumbers (ogorki) 1 kg  MHD,PSS. 2.-8.- z1-  1.50-6.50 zl 1.20-6.~ 21

Note: Fruits and vegetables are almost more expensive in State Stores than
in the vegetable markets; at the markets, furthermore, the frults and
vegetables are fresh and there is a good selection. Frults and

: - vegetebles are also on sale at State mobile pushcerts in the streets.
T ‘Lemons are seldom available in State Stores. They must be purchased
in private stores, where they are sold one at a time. 'There are no
benanas. -Grapes were on sale in 1953 for approximately two weeks -
at 15 2). per kilo.

Ccandy (cukierki) 1 kg 'MHD, PSS, PDT 1. -56.-21

Chocolate candy 1 kg MHD, PSS, PDT L45.-110.-21
(pomadki)

Chocolate tablet 100 grems MED,PSS,PDT ' 15.-18.- 21

(czekolada tablicski)

Note: There are few private candy stores. Their candy is far more
-expensive than in the 3tate Stores, but also fer better.

Fruitzwine (wine 1 ltr  PSS,PMS 18.-56.- z1
oyrocoyie) . ‘ - :
Alcohol (spirytus) 1 ltr = PSS,PMS - 120.- 21
Vodka (wodka); 1 ltr  PSS,PMS 60.- z1
Liquers (likiery) .1 litre .PSS,PMS g 70.-140.-21
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Note: A
R greater sale tekes place when rumors of a monetsry reform or a price

increase begin to spread. At mle neturally buy up

‘everything. The lsst 'panic’ took place in Krakow

during Oct or Nov 1953. It was a Saturday afternoon. Everything 50X1-HUM
was g0)d out in the State Stores ineluding sugar, brandy, soap and

flour. There were rumors of a monetary reform or a price increase.

At 2100 hrs (same evening) the radio station znnounced a general

lowering of prices, A similer type of ‘panic’ occurs in Polsnd two
or three times yearly. A2t the beginning, people used to take this

seriously, but slowly peoplc get used to enything.

Private Store 3Black Market tate Store

. Xtem Quantity ¥here Available Frices ~  Prices Frices
Fish (ryby) 1 ke ?DT,CR m,ek... 20,- 30.- 2zl
Capned fish 1 package PDT,CR,MHD, PSS .50 zl
Sardines 1 package PDT,CR,MHD,PSs 60.- 80.-21
© {sardynki) -

TBote: 'In the Fish Center salted'sea' fish is alsoc available but it is not
- much liked by the Poles. There ls little selection in fish; the
" cas€s in Krakow are usually empty. '

8. Cigarettes

] There are various types of cigarettes- .
' Private Store Black Market State Store

Item . @uantity Where Avallable Prices Prices Prices
Wawel 25 cigs. MHD,PSS,PDT,PMT . A 11.- 2l
Poznsnskie 12 cigs. MHD,PSS,PDT,PMT , v ~ 3.602)
Trakat 12 cigs. MHD,PS5,BDT,PMD ' ‘ o 3.60 u
Belweder 20 cigs. mm,Psq PDT,PMT o 7.80z1
Wezasowe 20 cigs.. MHD,PsS ,PM‘,“MT , ‘ 2.80z1.
Sporty " 20 cigs. MH;),Pss,Wr,zMr' ' C Co--

Note: There are short periods of time when the betier cuelity cigarettes
~are not available - but these are very short periods. Private shops
do NOT sell cigarettes. Cigarettes are also sold on the street by
the Unlon of Disabled Veterans (Spoldzielnie Inwalidow).
9c C&tei‘i

THoteis s Wine taverns, restuurants and nightulubs are administered by the Krakowskie
Zakladl Gaitronomiczhe (Gs.stronomic Enterprises ) ~ Half the dishes on the menu are
ususlly 'not avallable .

10. lcthigg

The following prices vexre current in Krekow in mid-Dec 53 :
Private Store Bluck Merket State ftore

Item Quantity %here Available Prices Frices Prices
Ledy's under- ° 1 set - MHD,FS5,CT,CO,PDT ' 100.- 250.-21
wear (blelizna : o
" damska) . ‘ ' '
ghirt (koszula  each ~ MHD,P58,CT,C0,FDT : : : 4O, -200.- z1
moska) . o i : S
Stockings pair  MHD,PSR,CT,CO,r00 30.- 180.-z1
(ponczochy :
damsk)
CONFYBENTLAL
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.. Private Store Black Market. State Store
Iten Quantity Where Availaeb e Prices ' Prices

Socks (skarpety pair MHD, PSS, CT,CO, PDT 1%.- 30,21
moskie) Lo

Lady's coat each  MHD,PSS,CT,CO,PDT 500.-2.800.-21
(plaszcz damski) .

Man's coat each  MHD,PSS,CT,CO,PDF B 600.-2.800, 21
(plaszcz moski) ‘ o

811k blouse each ' MHD,PSS,CT,CO,PDT 360.- 580.-21 "~ 60.- 200.-21
(bluske demska) ‘

VWoolen blouse each MHD, PSS,CT,CO,PDT  500.- T60.-2z1 300, - 600.-21
(bluzka weln) - _ ‘

Woolen pullover each MHD,PSS,CT,C0,PDT 600, -1200, »21 600.- 800.-z1
(swetr weln) :

Cotton pullover each MHD, P5S,CT,CO, PDT 100.- 180.-z1
(svetr bewelna) : -

Necktie (men) each: MHD, PSS,CT,CO,PDT ~ 40.-~ 120.-z31- 18.- T0.-21

Ladies deather pair MHD, PSS,C0,CZPS 660.-1800.-21 300.-~ 800.-21
'half' shoes o & PDT o
(obuwie damskie) = S

Man's leather  pair MHD,PSS,C0,CZPS,  700.1400:-z1 360.- T00.-z1
shoes (obuwie " - & PDT ' ‘

moski)

Wodlen meterial 1 meter

(materialy -
welniane)

Woolen material 1. meter

for clothing
Woolen knitting 1 kg
* yarna - :
Elaestic stockings:each
{gomen elassick)
{pas- gunowy)
8ilk material
(materialy
Jedwabne) o
Bed linen (pesciel)

.meter

L

MHD, PSS,C0,CT, FDT

MHD, PSS, C0,CT, PDT

only available
in private shops
only available
in private shops
and PDT

1 meter MHD,PSS,CT,CO

MED,PSS§,CT,CO’

900.-2000.-21

k0O.-~ 900.-21
600.-2000. -21
300.~ T700,-21

500. -1400. -21

380.~ 700.-21

40.- 150.-z1

© 40,- 150.-21

‘Note: Throughout the State Stores,the readymade ;_'clé:_‘théé for men, women

&nd children are of low quality and badly finished. ‘Often ome

- angle.

sleeve may be longer then the other; pockets are sewn in at a bad
s There 1s a fault in almost any item. A wide choice is ocut
of the question. One must buy what one cen find.
EBlegant,beautiful things can be seen only in the 'Komis' sitores.
They are extremely expensive and there is little choice. These i
goods are items sent to Poles from sbroad and reseold by them in the
'Komis' Stores. For example, a woman may see in a 'Komis' dgtore

a nylon blouse for s large person, rosy colored. = Should she wear |
that size end like the color; she can have it for 660 z1. (a month's
salary for a clerk) since it is the only one availsble.

The situation 1s similar with fur coats. Furs are very expensive,
and there is little choice. A so-called 'Bobermantel' (half-fur) .

costs about 5000 zl. in a private shop and is hard to find. 50X1-HUM
8.second hand fur coat (popielice)} in a 'Komis' Store
priced at 7,000 z1. Bed linen is rarely availsble in sState Stores. - -50X1-HUM
There is always a long queue. ‘There zre gueues Tor hous
kitchen goods rks, ete.). y—em’is—‘
CORFIDENTIAL 50X1-HUM
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Work Cooperative - Punkty Uslugowe -
11. "Cooperatives of .shoemakers; tailore snd barbers have been established. A pair

of shoes can be ordered in a shoemakers' cooperative. In a private shop, one
pair of shoes costs 1,200.- up to 1,800 Zloty.. Private shoemakers buy leather
.on the black msrket. Private shoemakers do not get & distribution of leather
for shoe repeirs. ‘

8hoe Repagir! Prices (Cooperatives):

Iten ' ’Prices
Mens* shoes (soles and heels) - 40.- 70.= 21
Ladi€s' shoes (soles and heels) = - . 40.« 60.-21
Ch?.lgi‘eng’ shoes (soles and heels) 30.~ 40,= 21

12, “s,iﬁpn are tailoited in Tailors' Cooperatives. The cuattmer say provide the
: material or buy it af the Cooperative’ itself, - S .

Pelloring with own material (Cooperative prices :

Cotem -t Prices
Lady's coat (including linen and tailoring) 600.- 800.- z1
Lady's 'tailleur' (including linen and teiloring) 500.- 800.- zl

Lady's ‘dress (including linen snd tailoring) 150.- 250.~ zl
13. "Hairdressers and Barbers ' '

Item . - " . Private o Cooperstive Price

Cold’ wave R S 150.- 21 135.- 21

Shampoo L _ ‘llg.-z]. ‘ 16.- z1
" Normal set o o= 21 30.- 35.- 2zl )
Manicure - R T 3= b= 21 S0X1-HUM
Dyeing - - -

14. “All Punkty Uslugove are divided into three cote
being the most
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